Thank you for considering my design services for your upcoming

home improvement project. I look forward to hopefully working with you.
The relationship between designer and client is very important
and towards that, your comfort factor is essential in realizing the
maximum benefit of our work together.
I have been designing and building architecture for over thirty years.
The majority of these projects are residential remodeling.
The following are a few of my past and continuing clients.

Sheldon and Kathleen Leggett
Mason Neck, VA
703-550-2727

Waldo Freeman
Falls Church, VA
703-354-4057

Mark and Wendi Swidler
Silver Spring, MD
301-565-0122

James and Marilyn
McCullough
Alexandria, VA
(703) 780-7289

Chris Donaghy and Laura Douglas
Mason Neck, VA
703-550-0851

Peter J. Weyland
Mason Neck, VA
703-300-7980

Dorian and Romona Deane
Reston, VA
703-556-1514

Please feel free to contact these folks. The telephone numbers
are home numbers. You will probably have better luck reaching
them in the evenings than days. Also, I am always glad to answer
any questions that you may have.
Derek T. Havens
DTH@DerekHavens.com
DTH&Assoc.
5954 Mallow Trail
Mason Neck, VA 22079
T. 703-989-3266
M. 703-989-3266

A Note to My Fellow Home Buyers:
As we all agree, the one thing that you cannot change about a home is its location, and
once we find that perfect lot we are, undoubtedly, going to find that it is already
occupied by a less-than-perfect house. So, we must remodel. The best projects,
whether we complete the project at once or we plan to chip away at it as funds become
available, start with a master plan. As part of the home buying process, along with the
termite inspection and the engineering report, it is wise to include a consultation with a
trusted architect/designer to learn if our ideas are going to be physical possible,
economically feasible, and also permit-able by the local jurisdiction. This final step I
failed to take and I was in for some big surprises; five years would pass before I moved
into my new home.
That being said, I would recommend to you the services of Derek Havens and
Associates. Derek was not the first architect/designer I hired, nor the second, or even
the third. Had I met Derek sooner I would have saved myself immeasurable grief and
considerable expense. He is a man of endless patience and good humor,
unquestionable integrity, boundless imagination, and unparalleled knowledge of the
products and practices of home remodeling. Consistent with his principles, he uses a
pricing structure most fair to his clients: he charges an hourly rate and you can employ
him for a bit of inspiration, a complete set of plans, or for supervision of your entire
project.
My neighbors introduced me to Derek. They engaged him to design a major renovation
of their aging rambler and to draw up a set of plans. Being well versed in construction,
they took over at that point and the results were stunning. I, on the other hand, let
Derek supervise the entire project from start to finish and have absolutely no doubts that
he delivered a product far better than I could have managed for myself. He was actively
engaged throughout the renovation, a shovel in one hand and a can of striping paint in
the other. Derek suffered no short-cuts and because he represented to the builders a
continuing source of business, he had real leverage in any negotiations.
Derek likes old houses; he doesn’t ascribe to the philosophy of rip-it-all-out-and-throw-itaway. In approaching our renovation, first he corrected the faulty infrastructure and
then he began the exciting, creative process. Continually, he amazed me with his ability
to enlarge a bedroom by shortening a long hall way, open up an oppressive floor plan to
light and flow, repurpose existing plumbing by simply moving a wall, or add drama by
lofting a ceiling. He worked creatively with the existing structure and turned our 1950’s
rambler into an exciting new home that will perfectly fit my family’s needs now and in the
years to come. I could not be more pleased with the outcome.
I wish you the best of luck in creating the new-old house of your dreams,
Marilyn McCullough
1605 River Farm Drive
Alexandria, Virginia

